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POLICE DISTRICTS, POLICING STRENGTH 

730. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:   
It is always difficult to follow a good speaker.  Thank goodness I do not have that problem.  I refer the minister 
to the Australian Labor Party election policy “more police, better policing”, which states -  

Labor knows that more police on the beat has a significant impact on reducing crime. 

The public feels safer:  the public is safer. 

(1) Is the minister aware that as at 30 September this year, every single one of this State’s 14 policing 
districts was operating below its authorised strength, with some being up to 40 police officers short? 

(2) Given the consistent increases in violent crime during the 2003-04 financial year, including a 37 per 
cent increase in aggravated sexual assaults, a 5.8 per cent increase in aggravated assaults and a 17 per 
cent increase in non-aggravated assaults - these are annual figures - will the minister now admit that her 
failure to put more police on the streets is compromising community safety; will the minister also admit 
on this last day of this Parliament that she has failed?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
(1)-(2)  I have a phrase for the member for Kalgoorlie that he might like to keep in mind - Oh what a tangled 

web we weave when first we practise to deceive.  That is exactly what we have seen from the member 
for Kalgoorlie.  We have seen nothing but deception.  Interestingly, the member for Kalgoorlie has been 
provided with the facts, but he chooses to ignore them.  The fact of the matter is that consistently, for a 
period of over two years now, we have operated above the authorised strength.  The Commissioner of 
Police has had many more officers at his disposal than the authorised strength, and he has allocated 
officers on that basis.  Further, I understand that within the past couple of days the Commissioner of 
Police has provided some statistics to the member for Kalgoorlie.  I will outline some facts that the 
member for Kalgoorlie might like to consider.  I know that people in the south east metropolitan district 
would like to consider this.  In south east metro in February 2001 there were 267 constables.  Now the 
figure is up 72, to 339.  The south east metropolitan district has had a huge increase.  In the electorate of 
the member for Mandurah, the numbers in the Peel district are well up.  In 2001 that area had 67 
constables, and it now has 97.  We have had some massive increases, and there have been significant 
increases in nine out of the 14 districts.  The member for Kalgoorlie was given this very information 
within the past day or so.  Let us talk about the successes in policing and the fact that the Labor 
Government has already put in place 235 additional police officers, and within a couple of weeks that 
figure will be up to 250.  In fact, over the past four years, more than 1 000 police officers will have been 
put through the Police Academy to deliver that 250.  Members should keep in mind that the previous 
Government did not employ one single additional police officer in its last four years in office.  It left 
office with an authorised strength of 4 698.  Within a week or two there will be 4 948 - an increase of 
250.  I am told that the actual numbers in February 2005 are likely to show an increase of 260 or more, 
so we will have exceeded that challenge.  

I also note from the police annual report that the total number of offences in 2003-04 was down by 
more than 21 000 on the previous year.  That is a brilliant result.  In the most recent year, 2003-04, 
figures for all the following offences were well down on those of 2000-01: home burglary, non-
dwelling burglary, motor vehicle theft, theft, sexual assault and threatening behaviour.  The most recent 
statistics for the September quarter show a 14.9 per cent decrease in crime compared with the same 
quarter last year.  How can the member argue with a reduction in crime of nearly 15 per cent?  In just a 
three-month period 9 355 fewer offences have been committed.  It is a fantastic result, and at the same 
time there has been a 7.2 per cent increase in clearance rates - more good news. 

 


